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YOUR CAREER 
 

Q: Who are the mentors who first inspired you to choose non-malignant hematology as a 
career? 
I had the opportunity in residency to spend time with the great Dr. Bea Lampkin.  In fellowship, I was in Dr. 
Russell Ware’s lab.  Though I was doing sickle cell disease research there, he certainly influenced how I think 
and helped me realize my desire to pursue non-malignant hematology. 
 

Q: What do you enjoy most about your career today? 
I enjoy patient care and the way interacting with patients generates clinical research questions. 
 

Q: Describe a highlight of your career to date. 
Honestly, going to meetings and engaging in the exchange of ideas with colleagues is a regular highlight and 
one that I have developed a deeper appreciation for with the current limitations on travel. 
 

As of the 2020 HTRS Annual Business Meeting and our 
Board of Directors Election, Dr. Shannon L. Carpenter 
has taken over as new HTRS President and will serve our 
community for a two-year term in this capacity.  Her 
clinical research interests include inhibitors in 
hemophilia patients and the risk for thrombosis in 
hospitalized pediatric patients.  In addition to her 
credentials listed above, Dr. Carpenter serves on the 
Board of ATHN and is Deputy Editor of PREP 
Hematology/Oncology, published online by the AAP. 
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Q: What scientific or clinical publication in your field has been most influential to your clinical 
practice and/or research?  
The Joint Outcomes Study by Manco-Johnson, et al. has helped us all provide better care for our patients.  
Similarly, the Raffini et al. study of the increasing rate of hospital acquired VTE in children increased awareness 
of that problem and has led to a large portion of my work in helping to prevent VTE in hospitalized patients at 
our hospital. 
 

Q: Why is HTRS meaningful? How do you think the Society should continue to evolve? 
HTRS truly feels like a career home for me.  I feel like the vision and mission very much align with my own 
values. To evolve, I think we have to keep engaging trainees and young faculty and allowing them to dictate 
the direction of the Society into the future. 
 

Q: What words of guidance would you give trainees contemplating a career in non-malignant 
hematology? 
Pursue what you love.  You have to love the bread and butter of whatever field you choose. The weird stuff is 
very interesting, but you have to enjoy the day-to-day activities to get the most out of your career. 

 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
Q: Outside of medicine, what other interests or hobbies do you pursue? 
I like to run, and I’ve returned to reading for pleasure.  In my past life, I pursued music and I will occasionally 
get the chance to play piano or flute.  I also like to watch sports and spend time with my family. 
 

Q: If you could bring one book and one movie to a desert island, what would they be and why? 
It would be hard to limit it to just one book, but for practicality purposes, I would probably bring a guide to 
poisonous plants and animals.  As for a movie, how about “Cast Away” for the same reason. 
 
Q: If you could invite at least three people, living or dead, to dinner at your house, who would 
you invite and why? 
I would invite my dad, who passed away after my first year in medical school, so I could update him on all 
that’s happened.  I’d also like to sit down with Barack and Michelle Obama.  And Marie Curie.  Also, Ella 
Fitzgerald ad Abraham Lincoln.  MLK and Gandhi would be quite interesting to talk to, as well.  This is turning 
into quite a party! 
 
Q: A genie in a bottle gives you three wishes…what would you wish? 
Seriously, I believe we have learned from movies and books about the genie/wish issue!  However, I will play 
along:  

 Health for all 

 Peace 

 Unlimited wishes! 

# # # 


